
Monday 1st June 

English 
 

For a couple of weeks, we are going to be exploring the idea of suspense stories 
and building suspense! But first, today we’re going to think about different ways 

you can start a sentence. By starting sentences with varied sentence starters, you 

can make your writing sound much more interesting and exciting! If you start 
your sentences with the same type of starter then your writing will begin to sound 

boring and your reader will not want to carry on reading. 
 

Here are different ways you can start a sentence: 

 

 

TASKS: 
Using a die (if you don’t have one, 

you could just pick from the list at 
random), play the sentence openers 

game! Roll the die and the number 
you roll will choose what sentence 

starter to use for your sentence. 

Keep playing until you have a 

paragraph about this picture.  
 

If you have someone at home who 

would like to join in, take it in turns 

to write a sentence and write your 

paragraph together!  
 

Simile As quick as a flash, she rode through the fields. 

Conjunction However, the moon began to fade away. 

Adverbial of time At midnight, a rustling could be heard in the depths 

of the deep, dark forest. 

Adverbial of place On top of the mountain, a crow called loudly into 
the distance. 

Adverbial of manner Silently, he crawled through the fallen leaves of the 

forest. 

-ing starter Running as fast as her legs could carry her, she sped 

over the bridge of the freezing river.  



 
 

 

Extension: 
 

Use what you have learned today 

about different sentence starters 
to write at least one paragraph 

(you could write more!) about how 
this boy discovered this creature.  

 

 

Remember: the more varied the 

sentence starters, the more 

interested your reader will be! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 2nd June 

English 
Today we’re going to think about how writing about our five senses helps our 

reader to understand and experience what we’re imagining in our heads when we 

write.  

Our five senses are see, smell, hear, taste and touch.  

Read this paragraph and underneath, explain how it makes you feel or what it 

makes you think about as a reader.  

 

I stood in the centre of the deep, dark forest and slowly took 

in my surroundings. The stench of damp wood was 

unbearable so I stepped closer to the vibrant, sweet-smelling 

flowers on my left. I kneeled down to brush my fingers 

against their silky petals and felt freezing, soggy mud squish 

onto my knees. I didn’t care though. The flowers were as 

white as snow and stood out as the only things that weren’t 

green or brown as far as I could see. Above me, the birds 

tweeted and whistled to each other against the gentle breeze 

which made me feel lonelier than ever. 

1. How does this writing make you feel / what does it make you think of? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Can you highlight / underline the text to show where the writer has used the 

five different senses? (Use a different colour for each sense).  

 

3. Which word that the writer has used do you like the most? Why? 

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 



TASK: 
Have a go at filling in the boxes and writing at least two sentences for each sense about the setting in the picture. 

Extension: Write a setting description paragraph about the picture.  



Wednesday 3rd June 

English 
Today we’re going to start thinking about how we can put all of the skills we’ve learned so far together. Have a look at The Lighthouse 

clip. Watch the video once through, thinking about the character(s) you meet and what you think might happen next.  

Then watch it again. Is there a beginning, middle and end? Are there problem and resolution moments? Is there a change of atmosphere? 

ACTIVITY 1: 

If you were going to create a storyboard of the six key moments from the story, what would they be? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo&safe=active


ACTIVITY 2: Have a go at ‘boxing up’ the video. Where does the opening start? The build up? The problem? The resolution? Imagine 

you are going to write a story using the video to help you. How would you plan it out? Use the prompts in the first box to help you. 

Think about what we have practised this week. Can you include what sentence starters you will use? Vocabulary? 

Opening 
(setting description) 

He could  

 Hear:  

 See:  

 Smell:  

 Touch:  

 Taste:  

What is he doing? 

Build up 

(tension)  
 

Problem  

Resolution/Ending  

 



Thursday 4th June 

English 
Today we’re going to start to write up our own version of the story. This will hopefully be a longer piece of writing than you have done 

so far at home, so take your time and use all your skills you’ve learned in Year 4. First, as always, we need to complete a box plan so 

that we know what we should include in our writing today. Our audience is our families at home and our purpose is to write a story 

with suspense. This means that the action should build up slowly and your readers should want to keep reading to find out what 

happens next… 



Here is a word bank to help you with your writing today: 

 

 



Now today, we’d like you to just start writing your opening and build-up. This is so that you can concentrate on the quality and the 

length of your writing and not just rush to the end of the story quickly. First, you should write your opening. This should be a setting 

description, so there should be no action yet. Have a go on the lines if you need it or on separate paper. If you’ve done a lot of 

typing since we’ve been home learning, it would be good to get a pen and paper to make sure you are practising your 

handwriting! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Now your build-up. Remember, this is a suspense story, so you need to start the action out slow. If you need to, watch the video again, 

check your plan and use the word bank. Don’t rush! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Friday 5th June 

English 
Today we’re going finish writing what we started yesterday. Remember to rewatch the video if you need to, check your plan and use the 

word bank to help you. You should write up your problem first on one page and then your resolution and ending on another. Take your 

time, think about your vocabulary and sentence starters and produce something your teachers will love to read! 

Problem: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Resolution/ending: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


